EPA REG ON 3 ENVI RO- BYTES

A Wap-Up of Issues & Events in EPA's Md-Atlantic Regi on
March 2, 2001

Custonmer Service Hotline 1-800-438-2474

Busi ness Assistance Hotline 1-800-228-8711

Superfund Hotline 1- 800-553- 2509

| nt er net Addr ess: http://ww. epa. gov/regi on03
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Wel come to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U S.
Envi ronmental Protection Agency’s Region 3 md-Atlantic office
in Philadel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard
copy or on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly
by e-mail, do the follow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
i stserver @ni xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anyt hi ng

3) type in the body of the nessage:

subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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CHI LDREN S HAI R TESTS NEGATI VE FOR ARSENI C AT SPRI NG VALLEY
SITE

Hai r sanpl es taken from children who attended the day care
center on American University’'s property have cone back
negative for arsenic, a contam nant that was found on the
center’s property and throughout the Spring Valley

nei ghborhood i n northwest Washington, D.C. The nei ghborhood
was home to a Departnent of Defense Ordnance production
facility which is the source of the arsenic contam nation.

The Arny Corps of Engineers, the D.C. Department of Health and
the EPA are developing a joint strategy to test soil at
residential properties in the area. This strategy will be

di scussed with residents at a public neeting planned for March
14.

EPA MEETS W TH LEG SLATORS ON TRANGUCH SPI LL SI TE I N HAZLETON,
PA

EPA personnel nmet with representatives of Senators Specter and
Sant orum and Congressman Kanjorski on March 1 in Scranton to
di scuss the Response and Cl eanup Plan which will address



benzene vapors in people’s hones in Hazleton. The benzene is
entering honmes through the townshi ps sewer |ines which contain
gasoline from an underground spill. The plan outlines the
actions EPA proposes to take to protect residential properties
from gasol i ne vapors and to clean up contam nated soil and

gr oundwat er .

EPA HOSTS PHI LADELPHI A WORKSHOP ON HOW TO REPORT CHEM CALS

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will host the first
of 10 workshops in md-Atlantic cities for businesses to |earn
how to conply with federal chem cal and waste reporting

requi renents, comonly known as the Toxic Rel ease I nventory
(TRI') reporting.

The first workshop will be held at the corporate offices of
Crown Cork & Seal in NE Philadel phia on March 5 & 6. O her

wor kshops will be held throughout the spring in Pittsburgh,
Meadvill e and Pittston, Pa.; Richnond and Roanoke, Va.;
Bal ti nore and Hagerstown, Ml.; and Charl eston, WVa. The

wor kshops will famliarize facilities with reporting
obligations for chem cals that they manufacture, use or store
on site. These training courses are designed for persons from
i ndustrial and federal facilities responsible for conpleting
EPCRA Section 313 reporting form(s), and consulting firns who
may be assisting them

WESTVACO COVI NGTON, VA PERM T RENEWAL PENDI NG

The Westvaco Corp. Covington, Va. paper mll permt expired
June 6, 1999 and the plant is operating under an

adm ni strative conti nuance. BOD, tenperature, color and
chronic toxicity outputs are issues. Simlar permts have
recently been renewed in other states and the effl uent
l[imtations of those permts may be conpared to devel op the
effluent limtations of the Westvaco permt. Many of the
out standi ng i ssues are grounds for permt objection and a
formal response is due March 9.

THREE PA COVPANI ES FAIL TO REPORT CHEM CALS

On February 23, EPA issued notices of nonconpliance to three
Pennsyl vania facilities - Marblux Conpany, Chanbersburg;

Wat son McDani el Conpany, Norristown; and Silicon Power

Conpany, Malvern for toxic chem cal release reporting

vi ol ati ons. Marblux Conmpany, a manufacturer of cultured marble
products, failed to tinely submt to EPA and the Comonweal t h
of Pennsylvania a toxic chem cal release report for styrene
for cal endar year 1999. Watson MDani el Conpany, a

manuf acturer of valves and pipe fittings, failed to file for



copper for cal endar years 1997, 1998, and 1999. Silicon Power
Conpany, a manufacturer of silicon wafers for the power

i ndustry, failed to file for nitric acid for cal endar years
1997, 1998, and 1999 and for nitrate conpounds for cal endar
years 1997 and 1998.

EPA AND TEMPLE UNI VERSI TY TEAM UP ON PHI LADELPHI A FLOWER SHOW

EPA | andscape architects are teaning up with Tenple

Uni versity’'s Departnment of Landscape Architecture to set up

t he EPA exhibit for the Phil adel phia Fl ower Show 2001. The
EPA/ Tenpl e col | aboration on an integrated pest managenent

exhi bit denonstrates that healthy natural areas have richer
species diversity and conpatibility of flora and fauna which
ensures ecol ogical stability. Visitors will be treated to a
di splay of native plants and shrubs highlighting the benefits
of healthy natural areas. The Phil adel phia Fl ower Show opens
on March 4 and runs through March 11 at the Pennsylvania
Conventi on Center.

EPA HOSTS DI SCUSSI ON ON LONG- WALL M NI NG I N PI TTSBURGH

On February 22, the EPA sponsored a synposiumin Pittsburgh
eval uating the subsi dence inpacts of |longwall m ning of coal



i n sout hwestern Pennsylvania. Specifically, ponding of
perenni al streanms and water | oss in headwater streans were
exam ned. Participants discussed studies they have underway
and a U S. Geol ogical Society proposal to study these

envi ronnental inpacts. Several agencies have either recently
conpl eted, are currently conducting or are proposing studies
eval uating these inpacts.

COURT UPHOLDS EPA' S APPROVAL OF THE BOROUGH S PRETREATMENT

In a witten decision issued on February 22, the District
Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania upheld EPA s
Decenber 1, 1998 final determ nation approving both “the need
for and the content of the Borough of North East’s
(Pa.)pretreatnment program” Welch Foods, Inc. had brought a
conpl ai nt agai nst EPA arguing that EPA was arbitrary and
capricious when it approved the Borough of North East’s
pretreatnment program The Environnmental Defense section of
the United States Department of Justice represented EPA in
this action. Welch Foods, Inc. has 30 days in which to file an
appeal fromthis decision.

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS CLEAN Al R STANDARDS

On February 27, the Suprenme Court unani mously rejected

i ndustry argunents that EPA officials nust bal ance conpliance
costs against the health benefits of cleaner air. This ruling
is a mpjor triunmph for the Clean Air Act since, as a result of
this ruling, it now says that the law did not require the
governnment to consider the financial cost for reducing harnfu
em ssions when it sets air quality standards, and that the

Adm ni strator is able to enact | awmaki ng power when she set

t hese tougher standards for ozone back in 1997. However, the
court did order EPA to reconsider the standards it set for
ozone saying, “the agency’s interpretation of a section of the
CAA was unreasonable.” The court justices rul ed agai nst EPA

i npl ementati on of a revised ozone standard in areas whose
ozone | evels exceed the maxi mum al | owabl e ampbunt, so EPA is
left with the job of developing a “reasonable interpretation”
of the ozone standard.

SECOND- HAND SMOKE EXPOSURE DURI NG PREGNANCY RAI SES ASTHVA
RATES

A tip fromthe Anerican Thoracic Society: Researchers who
studied 5,762 school -aged children residing in 12 southern
California comunities found that exposure to environnmental
tobacco in the wonb increased the rate of physician-di agnosed
asthma. Investigators studied responses to a self-



adm ni stered questionnaire conpleted by parents of 4th, 7th ,
and 10th grade students to ascertain which children had either
wheezi ng or physici an-di agnosed ast hma.

PUBLI C HEARI NG PLANNED ON HARRI SBURG | NCI NERATOR PROPOSAL

A public nmeeting on the Harrisburg incinerator derate proposal
and operating permt application has been schedul ed for the
evening of March 6 at 7 p.m at the Community Life Building,
1119 S. Caneron St., Harrisburg, PA. Pennsylvani a Depart nent
of Environmental Protection Regional Director Mchael R
Steiner invited residents to attend the neeting to | earn nore
about PADEP' s review of the derate proposal and the operating
permt application for the incinerator. Back in Decenber, the
city was required to close the incinerator and install

equi pnmrent to limt the anpunt of waste it burns because it did
not meet new federal clean air standards. This neeting wll
give residents who live near the incinerator an opportunity to
hear about the proposal for additional controls.
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